
Photo of male and female adult spongy moths (Lymantria dispar); photo credit: by John Ghent,

Bugwood.org.
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Next Week is National Moth Week

National Moth Week is fluttering in during July 18-26 of this year which means there’s

still time to plan for some illuminating outreach! This event celebrates the beauty,

diversity, and ecological importance of moths. It’s a great opportunity to shed light on

some of the ones we consider damaging in North America. This includes the

notorious spongy moth, but other damaging moths like winter moth and browntailed

moth are also worth a shout-out in some areas. Since it’s us humans that drive the

spread of these pests and others, consider bringing the message home by

empowering folks to use best practices when it comes to activities like camping,

landscaping, and gardening!

PPA 7721 Open Period Soon

USDA APHIS will soon be announcing the open period for submitting Suggestions
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(“Suggestions” are like a pre-proposal) for Plant Protection Act 7721 PPDMDPP

funding. It will be available on THIS PAGE under “Open PPDMDPP Funding

Opportunities”. If you are considering applying for funding for FY27, make sure to

read the FY 2027 Implementation Plan as it contains important background

information, objectives, and strategies of the six goal areas. Please feel free to reach

out to us for insight into suggestions focusing on the 5th Goal area: Targeted

Outreach and Education, as that is what we specialize in when we apply each year

for support of the the Don’t Move Firewood campaign. We are always happy to work

with you in crafting a Suggestion in partnership with Don’t Move Firewood. Happy

suggesting, everyone!

More about the implementation plan >>
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Photo of tree damage (emergence hole) caused by Asian longhorned beetle

(Anoplophora glabripennis) with pencil for scale. Photo by Joe Boggs, Ohio State

University, Bugwood.org.

Get Ready for Tree Check Month!

The United States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection

Service (USDA APHIS) organizes Tree Check Month for August of each year. It is a

time where everyday folks are encouraged to save America’s trees by taking some

time to look at the trees in our backyards and neighborhoods and report signs of tree

damage from Asian longhorned beetle or any other suspected invasive species. This

time of year is when Asian longhorned beetle adults are usually active and emerging,

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

http://eepurl.com/i46j86
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=40e506d22205ace99fced1922&id=57d0684f6b
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=40e506d22205ace99fced1922&id=57d0684f6b
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=40e506d22205ace99fced1922&id=57d0684f6b
http://eepurl.com/i46j86
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=40e506d22205ace99fced1922&id=57d0684f6b
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;


often causing large deep exit holes like the one featured with a pencil inside of it in

the photo above. Help get the word out for this year’s Tree Check Month! See the

links below.

Tree Check Month website by USDA APHIS >>

More Tree Check Month Resources >>

New Collaborative Fact Sheet!
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Much of the outreach we do at DMF focuses on recreational firewood use. But we

can’t forget about the tens of thousands of people who use firewood for heat! We

worked with Alliance for Green Heat (AGH) recently to forge a simple and

straightforward fact sheet that outlines why using local firewood is important, including

some basic best practices for sourcing wood locally. Thanks to our friends over at

AGH for continuing to promote best practices—both for home heating, and for the

prevention of forest pests—in their nationwide Firewood Banks program!

AGH Firewood Banks Home Page >>

EAB Confirmed in New Places in OR

The Oregon Department of Forestry has recently announced that emerald ash borer

has been confirmed in at least three new communities. These areas include a

shopping center parking log in Tualatin, a parking lot outside Newberg, and a private

residence in Silverton. These new detections are not unexpected and are arguably a

great sign that public outreach is working, since each detection was reported by

private citizens recognizing the signs of EAB damage and reporting them on Oregon’s

invasive species hotline.

Read the full story here >>

Sign up for this newsletter
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If you received our newsletter from a colleague forwarding you this email and are

interested in subscribing to receive it monthly, please use our sign-up portal found

here!

Recent Forest Pest Publications

Range of detection and naturalistic search performance for spotted lanternfly

(Lycorma delicatula) egg masses

Pub Med Central, June 9, 2026

Status of ash (Fraxinus spp.) in mixed hardwood post-outbreak forests near the

epicentre of the emerald ash borer invasion

Agriculture and Forest Entomology, June 8, 2026

Forest Pests In the News

Foresters adapt as insects become driving force in tree mortality

VT Digger, July 6, 2026

P.E.I. is the last province without emerald ash borer. Moving firewood risks that

security

The Guardian July 2, 2026
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Researchers zero in on potential natural enemy of spotted lanternfly

Entomology Today July 2, 2026

Invasive elm zigzag sawfly detected in Michigan

MI Agriculture & Rural Development, June 23, 2026

Leave the firewood, clean boots and other tips to reduce spread of invasive species

Iowa Capital Dispatch, June 19, 2026

View email in browser

This newsletter is produced by staff of The Nature Conservancy’s Forest Pest and Pathogen Program.
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