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ABOUT DMF

Firewood is a broad pathway for 
invasive forest insects and 
diseases.

• Forest pests can and do move 
on firewood

• Regulations are not 
comprehensive or consistent

• New pest outbreaks come to 
light every year
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

• GOAL: Protect trees

• TACTIC: Slow the spread of invasive forest pests via 
the firewood pathway

• TARGET: Firewood users and stakeholder group 
educators

• MESSAGES: 

• Don’t move firewood 

• Buy it where you burn it 

• Gather on site when allowed

• Buy certified, heat-treated firewood



ONLINE RESOURCES

Web Content

• Resource Library

• Firewood Map

• Forest pest and pathogen species profiles

• News (blog)

• Spanish language microsite

• Resources for other outreach professionals
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State and territory firewood relevant regulations, certifications, 
and outreach statuses across the USA
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RESEARCH SYNTHESIS – FIREWOOD COMPARISON REPORT



HOW IS FIREWOOD 
REGULATED?

External/Exterior and Internal/Interior 
Quarantines

• Federal vs State

• Most are state, pest-based quarantines under which 
firewood is a regulated article (esp. in the west)

• Regulated articles/items cannot cross quarantine 
boundaries without appropriate treatment, inspection, 
certification, or written exemption.



FIREWOOD COMPARISON 
REPORT

• A snapshot of  firewood-relevant 
regulations, certifications, 
and recommendations across 
the USA

• Updated regularly – latest version to be 
published NEXT WEEK

Big take-away: all around 
need for more 
consistency!

AK ME

WA ID MT ND MN WI MI NY VT NH XX
Firewood certification programs 
in place, or ability upon request

OR UT WY SD IA IL IN OH PA CT RI MA XX
Firewood certification program 
development in process

CA NV CO NE MO TN KY WV DE NJ XX
No ability, or no current intent 
to develop program

AZ NM KS AR MS AL VA MD NC XX Unknown status

HI OK LA GA SC VI

AS/ 
GU/MP TX FL PR

AK ME

WA ID MT ND MN WI MI NY VT NH XX
All out of state 
firewood 

OR UT WY SD IA IL IN OH PA CT RI MA XX
Functionally all out of 
state firewood

CA NV CO NE MO TN KY WV DE NJ XX
Pest based rule applies 
to some firewood

AZ NM KS AR MS AL VA MD NC XX None found

MP HI OK LA GA SC VI XX
Planned or proposed 
change 

GU AS TX FL PR



MAJOR REGULATORY UPDATES
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Hawaii, Washington, and Michigan Implement External Firewood Quarantines

*1/1/2027



PEST UPDATES OF NOTE FOR 2026
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“New pest outbreaks come to light every year”

• Spotted lanternfly
• As of September 2026 declared established in Canada, in southwestern Ontario

• Often a lag between sightings, official confirmation, and public maps (e.g. New Hampshire, Tennessee) 
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PEST UPDATES OF NOTE FOR 2026
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“New pest outbreaks come to light every year”

• Goldspotted oak borer
• Now farther north, killing oaks in Ventura County CA

• Now farther south, found well south of Tijuana MX

https://ucanr.edu/site/goldspotted-oak-borer/distribution-maps



PEST UPDATES OF NOTE FOR 2026
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“New pest outbreaks come to light every year”

• Emerald ash borer 
• Notable 2026 finds in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Texas

• Farther S in Oregon, in Salem OR

• New infestation in Walla Walla WA

• New finds in Europe as well

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-pests-
diseases/eab/eab-infestation-map

Walla Walla



PEST UPDATES OF NOTE FOR 2026
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“New pest outbreaks come to light every year”

• Asian longhorned beetle
• ALB free in partial areas in Massachusetts

• ALB free in partial areas in Ohio

• ALB free in partial areas in New York

• Additional areas quarantined in South Carolina

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-pests-diseases/alb/federal-asian-longhorned-beetle-quarantine-boundary-viewer



NEED FOR MORE AND CONSISTENT OUTREACH

• Less than half of the public (39%) have heard/seen firewood 
messaging

• Even less are aware of  state laws or firewood regulations (19%)
• Forestry-related public agencies are trusted messengers on forest health 

issues
• Effective messaging should generate attention with positive framing – 

encouraging and empowering (promotion over prevention)

Solano, A., Rodriguez, S.L., Greenwood, L., Rosopa, P.J., and Coyle, D.R. 2022. Achieving effective 
outreach for invasive species: firewood case studies from 2005-2016. Biological Invasions.
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-022-02848-w

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-022-02848-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-022-02848-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-022-02848-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-022-02848-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-022-02848-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-022-02848-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-022-02848-w


OUTREACH EVENT CALENDAR

• Firewood Month! – October

• National Invasive Species Awareness Week – February

• Invasive Plant Pest and Disease Awareness Month – April

• Emerald Ash Borer Awareness Week – May

• PlayCleanGo Awareness Week – June

• National Moth Week – July

• Tree Check Month - August



OUTREACH REPORTING
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
PROJECT

Recent detections of  EAB and other pests 
and pathogens in the PNW are a major 
concern.

Limited term outreach campaign funded 
by USDA USFS

New firewood quarantines, local advocacy
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NEED FOR OUTREACH 
IN OREGON

• Mediterranean oak borer
• Detected in 2018 

• Infests native oak, Oregon white oak (Garry oak) 

• Emerald ash borer 
• Detected in 2022 

• Infests native ash, Oregon ash 

• Multiple county quarantine  

• Flighted spongy moth
• Periodic detections and eradications 

• Infests many native hardwoods and some conifers 
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Oregon’s emerald ash borer 
quarantines, Action Zones, 

and detections



NEED FOR OUTREACH 
IN WASHINGTON

• Flighted spongy moth

• Periodic detections and eradications

• Infests many native hardwoods and some conifers

• Emerald ash borer

• Single adult EAB confirmed near Vancouver WA 
(near Portland OR) on August 19, 2026

• EAB infested tree with multiple larvae found near 
Walla Walla and reported August 21, 2026

• New Washington state firewood law

• External quarantine in effect on August 18, 2026 

• Labeling and heat treatment requirements for out-
of-state origin firewood
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Walla Walla



OUTREACH AND FIREWOOD 
BEST PRACTICES

Reach folks in the PLANNING stages of 
their trip!

Great online firewood messaging is direct, 
succinct, action oriented, and in all locations 
that firewood users are likely to run into it.



LOCATIONS
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Camping

Forest Health

Invasive Species; 
Insects and Diseases

• State Departments of Forestry (or equivalent)

• State Parks (Homepages, FAQs, etc.)

• State Parks/Lands Campground Reservation Portal

• State Departments of Agriculture

• Cooperative Extension

• State-based Pest Pages

• National Parks

• National Forests 

• Major Counties/Cities (e.g., parks, municipal waste)



FOCUS ON THE 
FIREWOOD
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Outreach campaigns that overly focus on one pest 
put themselves at a long-term disadvantage 
when that pest has wide-spread establishment or a 
new pest arrives. 

• A “lost cause” mentality can take hold impeding 
ongoing management efforts.

• Confusion, frustration, and a perceived lack of  
competence can undermine outreach efforts if  
messages feel like they keep changing.



Huge Archive 
of Social Media 
Ideas and 
Images!

dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library/
https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library/
https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library/


BULK OUTREACH  MATERIAL 

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library/?_sft_item_type=available-in-bulk


REACH OUT TO DMF 
FOR OUTREACH 
SUGGESTIONS, 
CUSTOMIZATIONS, 
MATERIALS 

We’re here to 
help!



QUESTIONS?

Laurel Downs
Leigh Greenwood
Alex Meacham
Forest Pest and Pathogen Program
The Nature Conservancy
Reach out to Laurel with questions 
laurel.downs@tnc.org

Many thanks to USDA APHIS and USFS for the financial 
support of  this important work!
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