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Why “Don’t Move Firewood”?

Firewood is a broad pathway for invasive 
forest insects and diseases.

• Forest pests can and do move on 
firewood

• Regulations are not comprehensive or 
consistent

• New pest outbreaks come to light every 
year…
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Guiding Principles
• GOAL: Protect trees

• TACTIC: Slow the spread of invasive forest 
pests via the firewood pathway

• TARGET: Firewood users and stakeholder 
group educators

• MESSAGES: Don’t move firewood; buy it 
where you burn it, gather on site, or buy 
certified, heat-treated firewood
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Outreach Tools
Don’t Move Firewood Website Content

• Resource Library 

• Firewood Map

• Forest pest and pathogen species profiles

• News Updates; Monthly Newsletter

• Spanish language microsite

• Resources for other outreach professionals
• e.g., Firewood Comparison Report

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/map/

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/firewood-comparison-report/

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/firewood-comparison-report/


• Mediterranean oak borer
• Detected in 2018
• Infests native oak, Oregon white oak 

(Garry oak)

• Emerald ash borer 
• Detected in 2022
• Infests native ash, Oregon ash
• Multiple county quarantine 

• Flighted spongy moth
• Periodic detections and eradications
• Infests many native hardwoods and 

some conifers

Need for outreach in 
Oregon

5https://oregon-eab-geo.hub.arcgis.com/pages/survey-monitoring

oregoneab.com

Oregon’s emerald ash borer 
quarantines, Action Zones, and 
detections



• Flighted spongy moth
• Periodic detections and eradications
• Infests many native hardwoods and 

some conifers

• Emerald ash borer
• Single adult EAB confirmed near 

Vancouver WA (near Portland OR) on 
August 19, 2026

• EAB infested tree with multiple larvae 
undergoing USDA confirmation 
process, found near Walla Walla and 
reported August 21 2026

Need for outreach in 
Washington
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• New Washington state firewood law
• External quarantine in effect on August 18, 2026 
• Labeling and heat treatment requirements for out-of-state origin firewood

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-pests-diseases/eab/eab-infestation-map

Walla Walla



Situation Analysis

Oregon and Washington Similarities and Differences

• Both OR and WA have DMF messaging present at a high level on state agency websites, but low 
presence on city-level pages. WA is slightly behind OR in terms of visibility on state sites.

• Both OR and WA nonprofits occasionally have 1-2 pages on their site with DMF information.

• Camping businesses occasionally (OR) or rarely (WA) have DMF information on webpages, for both 
states it is rare on registration receipts. 

• Don’t Move Firewood principles have been gaining traction with the OR public, especially near EAB 
sites. Much newer to WA, and adoption of messaging with the public appears far behind OR.

• Regulations and management differ widely between OR and WA. 
• Oregon: External firewood law in place since 2011. State agencies are developing new options for 

firewood dropoff and containment procedures. 
• Washington: New external firewood quarantine first implemented 2026 7



Develop a contact with each 
firewood-relevant 
organization

Log contact information in 
tracking document for 
future staff reference

Communication and Outreach Plan

Four-phase Approach

Initial Outreach Contact Response Advising Meeting Toolkit Shared

Provide basic Don’t Move 
Firewood information and 
information

Schedule follow-up advising 
meeting

Provide specific advice for 
updating current website 
pages

Encourage future participation 
with and support for Don’t 
Move Firewood principles

Share toolkit and encourage 
long-term staff usage

Plan potential site visits

8



Resource Toolkits and Messaging

9https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resources/oregon-firewood-resource-toolkit/    https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resources/washington-firewood-resource-toolkit/



• ~400 individual organizations, agencies, 
businesses, Tribal governments, 
educational institutions, and professional 
organizations

• ~120 priority outreach targets

• ~30% response and meeting rate! 

• Planning for staffing changes

Current Outreach Status in Oregon and
Washington

Ash-Kicking Outreach in Oregon and Washington
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Challenges to Outreach

• We are asking for staff time and in-depth 
knowledge

• A simple “ask” with a deceptively complex 
implementation

• “You aren’t my boss”

• Degrees of Kevin Bacon: Finding the right 
person

• Example: High-contact Destination Marketing Organization (DMO)
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Updated campsite alert, present on the registration system on 
Recreation.gov, both before registering and in email receipts.  

A regional DMO updated a campground “Know Before 
You Go” listing on their campsite information page.

Results so far:
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Updated a Washington State Parks article, 
added messaging to rules and regulations 
page, and sent out social media posts and 
a newsletter to a massive audience. 



Co-created a new resource sheet for Firewood Banks 
with “Don’t Move Firewood” information, matching the 
design styles of prior resource sheets. Available now: 
www.firewoodbanks.org/resources 

Not every meeting 
has resulted in 
complete changes.

Follow-up 
conversations are 
critical! 

Results so far:

13



Major Partnerships
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Thank you to USDA APHIS and the 
USFS for the continued financial 
support of this important work! 

Reach us at:
Alex Meacham
Firewood Outreach Coordinator (OR/WA) 
alex.meacham@tnc.org 

Leigh Greenwood
Forest Pest and Pathogen Program Director
lgreenwood@tnc.org 

L Greenwood, TNC
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