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Firewood is a broad pathway for 
invasive forest insects and diseases

• Forest pests can and do move on 
firewood

• Regulations are not 
comprehensive nor consistent

• New pest outbreaks come to light 
every year



Guiding Principles

• GOAL: Protect trees

• TACTIC: Slow the spread of 
invasive forest pests via 
firewood pathway

• TARGET: Firewood users and 
Stakeholder group educators

• MESSAGES: Don’t move 
firewood; buy it where you 
burn it, gather on site, or buy 
certified heat-treated 



We make firewood 
outreach tools 
consistent and 
accessible to everyone

Website Content
• Resource Library
• Firewood Map
• Forest pest and pathogen species profiles
• News (blog)
• Spanish language microsite
• Resources for other outreach professionals



Firewood Month
• Week 1: Broad audience. General issues of 

firewood and forest pests.

• Week 2: Target fall recreationalists. Overlap 
with Fire Prevention Week.

• Week 3: General information, and/or focus 
on forest industries during National Forest 
Products Week.

• Week 4: Target people who use firewood for 
home or cabin heating. Overlap with 
Halloween- make it fun!



Firewood 
Comparison Report

• A snapshot of firewood-relevant 
regulations, certifications, 
and recommendations across 
the USA

Big take-away: all around 
need for more 
consistency!!

AK ME

WA ID MT ND MN WI MI NY VT NH XX
Firewood certification programs in 
place, or ability upon request

OR UT WY SD IA IL IN OH PA CT RI MA XX
Firewood certification program 
development in process

CA NV CO NE MO TN KY WV DE NJ XX
No ability, or no current intent to 
develop program

AZ NM KS AR MS AL VA MD NC XX Unknown status

HI OK LA GA SC VI

AS/ 
GU/MP

TX FL PR

AK ME

WA ID MT ND MN WI MI NY VT NH XX
All out of state 
firewood 

OR UT WY SD IA IL IN OH PA CT RI MA XX
Some out of state 
firewood

CA NV CO NE MO TN KY WV DE NJ XX
Pest based rule applies 
to some firewood

AZ NM KS AR MS AL VA MD NC XX None found

HI OK LA GA SC VI XX
Planned or proposed 
change 

AS/ 
GU/MP

TX FL PR



Firewood Comparison Report: Outreach



Partner 
Collaboration
• Content collaboration for 

related outreach initiatives 
NAISMA’s PlayCleanGo

• Custom Graphics designed in 
collaboration with state, tribal, 
and regional partners

• Firewood Scout advising
• NEW! Partner organization 

with federal Firewood Banks 
program



Questions?
Reach out to Leigh 
Greenwood at  
LGreenwood@tnc.org

Or Laurel Downs at 
Laurel.downs@tnc.org

Many thanks to 
USDA APHIS for the 
continued financial 
support of this 
important work.
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